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In Matthew 13, to what does Jesus 
compare the kingdom of heaven? 
 
 A. A farmer sowing seed 
 B. A mustard seed 
 C. Yeast 
 D. Hidden treasure 
 E. A merchant who finds a pearl  
 F. A fishing net 
 G. All of the above  
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Answer: G (See Matthew 13:24 -51.) 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Church Family,  
 
Evangelist Alan Walker once 
told about a girl who had a 
rich and lovely voice. She 
was singing in the choir of a 
church in East London. Her 
fame spread until one Christ-
mas she was invited to sing 
one of the lead parts in 
"Messiah" at the Queen's 
Hall. 
 
One of her closest friends 
went to this girl's teacher, 
asking whether he thought 
her friend was equal to the 
task. Here was her teacher's 
response: "If she tries to 
remember what I have tried 
to teach her," he said, "and 
merely tries consciously to 
follow the rules of correct 
breathing and voice produc-
tion, she will break down. But 
if she can forget everything 
and think only of the wonder 
of the message she is sing-
ing, she will be all right." 
 

The night came. At last she 
stepped forward and began 
singing, "I know that my Re-
deemer liveth." The music 
flowed in great beauty from 
her lips. She forgot the audi-
ence and the occasion, and 
sang as one who knew the 

meaning of it all, sang in the 
strength of the living Christ 
whom she knew and who was 
in power within her own life. 
As she sang, the audience 
was strangely moved. That 
night was one to be remem-
bered. Why? Because she 

was not trying merely to fol-
low directions or obey a set of 
external rules; she had found 
a Spirit of power, within.  
 
As we enter into 2017, you 
and I can experience power 
within our lives by saying 
"yes" to God's plans and pur-
poses. We may not know 
what the days of 2017 will 
bring to us, but I pray that we 
will live each day with the 
faith of the mother of our Lord 
that "Nothing is impossible 
with God."  
 

Walk by faith, 
Pastor Mitch  
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 Total Amount of Project   $18,895.17 
 Amount Collected  - $6,665.00 
 
 Total Needed to Collect = $12,230.17 
 
  

2017 SHARES OF MINISTRY 
 
 2016 Shares of Ministry 
 Total Amount Due   $31,501.00 
 Amount Paid to Date  - $0.00 
 
 Amount Needed to Pay = $31,501.00 



Melting; Categorizing; Winter; Hiberna-
tion.  
 
Be sure to start this New Year with all 
your child's forms up to date here at 
Growing Friends. 2017 Fee Agree-
ments, emergency contact and health 
assessment forms should all be up to 
date and turned into the office. We start 
preparing this month for our annual 
inspection and want to be on top of 
paperwork so your help in returning 
forms is greatly appreciated.  
 
Friday, January 20th Growing Friends 
will be celebrating a very special birth-
day, our birthday! Growing Friends is 19 
years old this month. We will have a 
special snack for the children to help us 
celebrate. A BIG thank you goes out to 
each and every family who has helped 
us reach this birthday and to the dedi-
cated staff who are so committed to 
Growing Friends!!  
 
*REVIEW YOUR CHILDôS FILE ï Mon-
day, January 30, Tuesday, Jan. 31, 

Happy New Year!  
 

Growing Friends will be closed Monday, 
January 2.    
 
We hope everyone had a blessed Christ-
mas, wonderful New Years, and also en-
joyed some extra time off work and with 
your loved ones! Growing Friends is defi-
nitely thankful for all our families and chil-
dren we have the joy to be around. Thank 
you for being a part of the Growing 
Friends family. We welcome 2017 and 
hope itôs happy, healthy, and prosperous 
for all of you!   
 
Thank you for your generosity and kind-
ness. On behalf of my staff and myself we 
would like to thank everyone for the cards 
and gifts that were shared with us over 
the holiday, including the classroom gifts 
for all our children to enjoy. Your thought-
fulness is greatly appreciated!!  
 
Our themes for our younger children this 
month include: MNO; 11 & 12; Martin 
Luther King Jr.; Winter Colors; Freezing; 

and  Wednesday, and February 1 - 
please plan to stop in the daycare office 
to review your childôs file here at Grow-
ing Friends. This is to help prepare us for 
our annual inspection and to make sure 
your childôs records are current. Inspec-
tion is typically the beginning of spring, 
but we start preparing in the New Year.  
 
FUNDRAISER NEWS:    
WE ARE GIVEN AN EXTRA MONTH for 
Thatôs My Pan ï Check out the catalog 
and / or go online to: www.thatsmy 
pan.biz/frpa10350 
 
Don't miss out on these greats items - 
perfect for gifts as well! Ships directly to 
Growing Friends and we will let you 
know when they arrive.  
 
As the New Year begins, let us pray that 
it will be a year with new peace, new 
happiness, and abundance of new 
friends. God bless you throughout the 
New Year. 
 

Much Love and Appreciation  
~ Miss Abby 

GROWING FRIENDS 

without preparing food or doing the 
cleanup and dishes! 
  
Before we left the restaurant, a special 
award was presented by Deb Shultz to 
Eleanor Yeakel - the Service Recogni-
tion pin!  Eleanor has been a member 
of UMW for many years and was there 
behind the scenes, mainly in the kitch-
en, working without any fanfare or re-
ward. We want everyone to know how 
much we appreciate her, and more re-
cently she has been a regular at Shin-
ing Light sorting items that come to the 
warehouse. 
  

December 12, UMW  met at 
Lion's Pride Restaurant in Red 
Lion for their Christmas Dinner 

at 6:30 p.m. Fifteen members enjoyed 
their choice of an entree from the menu. 
Lois Arsenault was in charge of arrange-
ments for the evening. The table decora-
tions served as door prizes. 
  
Sandie Rock gave the Invocation, and 
Lois read a story from Guideposts about 
two people searching for family and how 
their paths crossed. Grab bag gifts were 
exchanged. We each showed what we 
received and thanked the giver. We were 
able to spend two pleasant hours together 

UMW does not meet in January, due to 
the weather usually being unfavorable. 
The first meeting of the year will be Feb-
ruary 13 at 7:00  p.m. in the conference 
room with Kate Anderson and Valerie 
Mee helping us construct Thank Offering 
boxes. Hope to see you! 
  

~ EJ Hess,  
Co-President 
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Town Crier 

 

 Jan 1 "Praise God For Creation" Psalm 33:1-9  Ella Jane Hess 

 Jan 8 "Praise God With A New Song" Psalm 96  Vince Anderson 

 Jan 15 "Praise God The Provider" Psalm 65; 67:6-7         Terry Mee 

 Jan 22  Video 

 Jan 29  Video 

Adult  
Sunday  
School 
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Hey, can you see 
me? Iôm over here 
under the Christmas 
tree. This is the only 

place Iôve found in the past two months 
where I can rest without being stepped 
on. It all started when Bonnie Bonager 
brought all those folks here for the 
Candy Cane Craft Show. There sure 
were lots of people and things to see. 
But, my favorite part of the show was 
nibbling on a peppermint ice cream 
sandwich. It got a bit noisy around here 
in November when lots of volunteers 
started to put up the scenes for the live 
nativity.  Of course, you canôt expect 
folks to work hard if you donôt feed 
them. So breakfast and lunch was 
served each day. I gathered up enough 
crumbs to last till Christmas. 
  
One evening I heard Pastor Mitch and 
Carol talking about a trip to Rehoboth 
Beach. Now thereôs a place I thought 
that I could really relax. What I didnôt 
know was that they were going to be 

joined by 14 youths and their leaders 
for a winter retreat. The only rest I got 
that weekend was Saturday afternoon 
when Pastor Mitch and I took a nap 
while everyone else went out to help 
the economy in Rehoboth by spending 
their money at the outlets. I think they 
liked that more than learning how to 
fold paper to make a raven, eagle, and 
flower.     
  
There was no long winterôs nap for this 
mouse when we got back from the 
beach. Everyone was getting excited 
about the Live Nativity. Did you know 
that it got bigger this year with the ad-
dition of a village? For three nights it 
looked like Old McDonaldôs farm 
around here with cows, sheep, don-
keys, and two hump-backed long-
legged creatures they called camels. 
Hummm, I wonder why they didnôt put 
a church mouse in the nativity. It sure 
did get cold out there watching all the 
cars go by. I loved seeing the expres-
sions of wonder on the faces of the 

children. What a wonderful way to 
share the Christmas story. Oh yeah, 
there was more food to eat. Iôm glad I 
got one of those chocolate chip cook-
ies.   
 
One Sunday morning I woke to what 
sounded like a choir of angels. I 
peeked out from the tree to see that it 
was the SonBeams choir sharing their 
Christmas program. And, I never heard 
ñWe Wish You A Merry Christmasò 
sung with more enthusiasm than the 
night the Growing Friends children 
entertained me with their Christmas 
play.   
 
Well, as you can see, it has really been 
busy around here the past few months.  
For now I think Iôll go and find Tyler 
Loveôs Christmas elf named Jingles.  
He gets himself into more trouble than 
I do. Till next year, have a happy new 
year and stay warm. 
 

See you in the pews,  
The Church Mouse  

ADVENTURES OF THE CHURCH MOUSE 

 
 
 
 
 
There will be a VALENTINEôS DINNER 
held on February 11, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. 
to support the Mission Team trip. The 
cost is $16.00 a person. There will be 
nursery provided. Tickets can be 
picked up in the office between ser-
vices or contact Dick Daugherty at 717
-368-4742. 

MISSION TEAM FUNDRAISERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mission Team will be holding two 
fundraisers in the coming months. 
There will be a SOUP SALE scheduled 
for January 28, 2017. Order forms can 
be picked up on the table in the lobby. 
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The End of Me 
 

 Jan 15 Lesson 1 ñYou Must Be Broken to be Wholeò Bill Lowe 
 Jan 22 Lesson 2 ñYou Must Mourn to be Happyò Bill Lowe 
 Jan 29 Lesson 3 ñYou Must be Authentic to be Acceptedò Bill Lowe 
 Feb 5 Lesson 4 ñYou Must be Empty to be Filledò Bill Lowe 
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL ALL AGES   9:00AM 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL ALL AGES   10:30AM 

 SENIOR YOUTH  SUNDAYS 5:45PM 

 YOUNG LIFE  SUNDAYS  7:05PM 

 SHINING LIGHT MONDAY - WEDNESDAY 6:00PM 

 CUB SCOUTS MONDAYS  6:30PM 

 OY SCOUTS  MONDAYS  7:00PM 

 SONBEAMS  MONDAYS  7:00PM 

 4H CLUB 2ND MONDAY 7:00PM 

 UM WOMEN 2ND MONDAY 7:00PM 

 LADIES BIBLE STUDY 1ST & 3RD TUESDAYS 9:00AM 

 SENIOR CHOIR  WEDNESDAYS  7:00PM 

 GIRL SCOUTS  THURSDAYS  6:30PM 

 SPIRIT OF PRAISE  THURSDAYS  7:00PM 

 GREIF SHARE THURSDAYS 7:00PM 

401 East Locust Street (Rear) 
Dallastown, PA 17313 
Pat - 717-818-2189 

Church - 717-244-1984 
slmwumc@gmail.com  

Fridays 8:00AM to 4:00PM 

Saturdays 8:00AM to 2:00PM 

 

March 24 & 25 

April 7 & 8 
(Snow date for March 24 & 25) 

May 5 & 6 

June 9 & 10 

Sept. 1 & 2 

Nov. 3 & 4 

Dec. 1 & 2 

 
¶ Dale gave a light inspection report 

to Dick. 
¶ Dale will get information on surge 

protector from Bud McGinnis. The 
Alarm System Main Panel Board 
blew out when Met Ed turned the 
power off and then turned it back 
on while replacing a power pole ï 
Cost was $6,000 to replace. 

¶ Dale gave report on Flag Pole 
Height  

¶ Dick discussed cost to repaint the 
Methodist Logo. Ellen will check 
with Signs by Sal 

¶ Steve gave report on Day Care 
Meeting. 

New Business 
 

¶ Return Air Ducts and Exhaust Fans 
to be checked. 

¶ Install White Board for activities in 
the All Purpose Room to alleviate 
problems of activities that require 
setting up and tearing down. 

¶ A motion to adjourn was made by 
Dale and second by Steve. 

 
Next Meeting: January 5, 2017 at 7:00 
PM 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gordy Forbush & Ellen Hostler,  

Secretaries 

Attendees: Dick 
Daugherty, Steve 
Coby, Dale Flinch-
baugh, Glenwood 
Huson, Dee Nunn, 

Gordy Forbush, Ellen Hostler.  
 
Absent: Pastor Mitch, Sue Peterman, 
Ralph Saylor 
 
Prayer: Offered by Dick Daugherty 
 
Minutes: Dee made a motion to accept 
the minutes from the previous meeting 
and Glenwood second the motion. 
 

Old Business 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING - NOVEMBER 17, 2016 

still about $12,230.00 short for paying 
off the water line upgrade. I ask again 
on behalf of the Leadership Team for 
each of you to pray to God to show us 
how we can find it in our hearts to come 
up with the funds to cover the balance 
of the cost. Between now and the end 
of February we need to raise approxi-

mately $1,250.00 per week to meet our 
goal.  
 

God Bless, 
Dick Daugherty 

Back on June 5, 2016 I stood before 
both services and explained the need to 
upgrade our phone system and our 
water pipes. Since then we have been 
able to raise half of the funds we need 
to complete both projects and paid off 
the phone upgrade. We still have a bal-
ance for the water pipe project. We are 

LINES TO CONNECT 
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the church conference room before or 
after any service on Sunday and let God 
show you how much he really loves you. 
Come let Jesus put an end to your suf-
fering, less than 10 minutes of prayer by 
our Healing Ministry Team can change 
your life forever! Have questions? Con-
tact Dan Kipp, Tyler Jackson, or Diane 
Leon. 
 

Church Directory 
The office is working on the 
directory for 2017. We hope 
to have the directory to hand 
out by the end of January. If 

there are any addresses, phone num-
bers or emails that you would like updat-
ed please contact the office. Thank You. 
 

 
There will be a training for 
the Acolytes on Sunday, 
January 8 after the 10:30 
service. All Acolytes, new 

and old, are to try to attend.  
Thank you. 

~ Zachary Gannon,  
Acolyte Coordinator 

 
2017 OFFERING ENVE-
LOPES - The Offering 
Envelopes for the coming 
year have been placed on 
a table in the Narthex. The 

boxes are labeled with Number and 
Name. I have arranged them alphabeti-
cally. There are also unassigned boxes 
available if you do not currently have 
envelopes but would like some. There is 
a clipboard with a sheet listing the availa-
ble boxes. Please place your name next 
to the box number that you have select-
ed. Thank You.  
~ Brian Hildebrand 
 

Do you need healing 
prayer? Do you need to 
be touched by the heal-
ing hands of God? Our 

church now has a Healing Ministry Team 
and we will be running a healing prayer 
clinic every Sunday before and after both 
worship services, from now through New 
Year's Day. If you suffer from pain or 
illness of any kind, and want God to 
bless you with a healing miracle, stop by 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

 
us and loves us no matter what circum-
stance is troubling us. 
 
Thanks to everyone in the church for their 
part they played in making this ministry 
grow. Many people helped in construc-
tion, advertising, costuming, lighting, 
sound, food, nursery, traffic control, live-
stock, financial support and most im-
portantly prayer. We had 217 volunteers 
of which 54% were from other churches, 
organizations, and friends and family. 
They too realize the impact and need to 
serve and help those in need. In the three 
nights of the Nativity we saw approxi-
mately 4500 people experience the Gift. 
We collected over $600 of food that was 
donated to the Red Lion Community Ser-
vices and monetary contributions of 
$4709.31 that will be distributed to local 
charities. Please keep this ministry in 
your prayers as we prepare for 2017. 
Thank You!!! 
 
 

THANK YOU ï Angel Tree!!  The Out-
reach Committee would like to thank eve-
ryone who supported the Angel Tree pro-
gram this year. We were able to help 24 
children from the Winterstown Elementary 
School and surrounding communities with 
gifts to help brighten their Christmas sea-
son. We may not know their names but 
we know they are children of God and 
need hope. Your generous gift of love will 
make a difference in their lives.  
 
THANK YOU ï Hat & Mitten Tree!!  The 
Outreach Committee thanks everyone 
who made or contributed to the Hat and 
Mitten Tree this year. The items will be 
shared between Red Lion Community 
Services and the Winterstown Elementary 
School. The warmth of love will be em-
braced by those who receive your gifts. 

Here we are at the end of another year. I 
look back and see the great love and 
compassion this church has for those in 
need. The diligent work and dedication 
we have to support those in spiritual, 
financial and emotional need are greater 
than any one person could perceive. It 
takes a community of faithful followers to 
understand the importance of serving our 
Lord by displaying the greatest command 
to love one another. No walls. No bound-
aries. Everyone is inclusive. This church 
has demonstrated their love by the time, 
dedication and gifts they contribute to 
make the Live Nativity a large impact on 
many lives. This has been our fifth year of 
spreading the news of the birth of Jesus 
and it always amazes me of the stories 
being told and the tears shed by those 
who needed this ministry to help them 
overcome a dark cavernous time in their 
lives. It has helped them be lifted up by 
the reminder that our Lord is always with 

OUTREACH THANK YOU!!  


